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Chair, Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee

 

January 16, 2026
 

 

Dear Chair and Members of the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee, 

 

On December 9th, 2025 the Arts and Humanities Subcommittee I reviewed a request from the Department of Near Eastern and South Asian Languages and Cultures to combine their current majors (Arabic, Hebrew and Jewish Studies, Islamic Studies,) into a single major with four distinct specializations in Arabic/Islamic Studies, Ancient Near East/Modern Middle East, Hebrew/Jewish Studies, and South Asia Studies. As noted in the proposal, “the revised major creates specializations in the study of the Ancient Near East/Modern Middle East and South Asia such that students taking classes in these areas have a path to a major which aligns with their interests and NESA faculty expertise.”  The new major will be in effect as of Autumn 2026; current students may choose to complete their original program or switch to the new combined major.  No more than 7 students will be affected by this change.  
The new major requires 8-10 courses totaling a minimum of 30 credit hours.  Students choose a specialization then take core language and specialization courses, breadth courses, and a capstone course, NELC/SASIA 
4900.
 

The ASC A&HI Subcommittee voted unanimously to approve this request with several comments and recommendations. The department has updated the documents based on this feedback, and the proposal is now advanced to the ASCC with a motion to approve. 
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